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POSSIBLE 51UB OF NEW CULTURAL CENTER I 

I -- 
i 

BY SHERRY DOO.ETTLE 
! Chronicle Staff Writer. 
I Hur,ti~.gton Beach's first library was a roofless b~ilding 

1)uichaed for $50 in 1909 and housing 338 volumes. Atop 
a hill in Centnl Park sits the city's present library, an 
rlw?some beauty sheathed in reflective glass, a work of art. - ~ n e  75,400-square-foot structure, completed last year 
py general ccnc:actor Sv-vinerton and Wdber& is . a  
mom~ment to  the growth of Huntington Beach, a city of 
some 150,000 residents today which had fewer than 12,000 
in 1963. . . 

Library Director Walter W. ~ohnsdn  says that his new, 
hrili@. is not simply- a place to house books: I t  is an 
activities center fcr  people-with widely ranging interests. 

I Johnson beiieves that just ."as the sparkling sprays splash 
from the fountains within and outside the library, so  should 

j iclcas pour (out) . . .. in a cascade' 
j ccncepts." . : i .. . 

1 Can any lib& building meisire Gp to ~ o h ~ s o ~ ' s  
i standarcis? Perhaps. this one .can. Besides its fountai 
! ~ i r ? n t s ,  breath-bking views 'throuih its h-y .windows, '  
1 striking architecturv,.acid its booh,.fhe'libary 11% facilit 
' 

cirsigned t o  encourage its use as a broad-bas 
' center. Though much remains to  be added;.even n : . .  . inventory of r2sources i 

The ?opularity of 
I Cit27 Councilman Ted W. B 
1 sirn?ly, "The library is great." Bartlett says 

positive feedback from citizens. "Some of the older folks in 
the tiozvntozvn area were upset a t  first about the main 
libarq. not being downtown anymore; but once' they went 
up on that hill and saw the new library, they loved it." 

.\'?hen asked if he uses the library personaliy, Bartlett 
replied, :'I go out there a lot, but with all the material I , hzve t o  read as a cconcilman,' I ,don't have the time to  

t check out b o o k  t o  read. I've always liked t o  r2ad; and / &me day, when I'm n o  longer on the council, I kt 
really use the 1ibnr.y." 

Eartlett feels the library an'excel,'ent fa 
evan though he would like t o  see new thin 

, not see this happening soon  He says, "IF you coul 
how to ,get' a 40% increase: in revenue without in 
taxes at; this time, I'd love t o  hear your ideas." ' 

- 

Counciiwoman Nor,na Brandel Gibbs is 
excited, about the library a d  has Seen icvolved 
prqject since it began. 
"a dif!l'.cult thing t 
21TFerences beti1;een tl 

' . . . The?.? was a time 1 i i i ~ r i l ~  cornp!eled, that 

. .  



Even though future plans 
seem somewhat vague at  tne 
moment, Johnson is look- 
ing forward to  library 
branc!les to serve other 
areas of the city. "Right 
now we .have these little 
anne.uesJhat are too small 
to -even. be called branches." 
The annexes are run by vol- 
unteers who have put in 
over 7,500 man-hours in the 
past year." .He would also 
like to  see- the  library tied 
into the--yschool 'library 
systems . "This - would-enable 

.- - . 

- - - # .  

the publie and t h e  schools 
to have access to  the same 
buildings, and it would save 
a lot of money in salaries 
a n d  d u p l i c a t i o n  of 
materials." 

, povernment, so you havtt'to 
/ cut down the budget. So an 
across the board thing has 
been that each department 
cut 10'75." 

I 
One recent idea to raise 

more money in Huntington 
Beach is to  impose a trash 
collection fee. As proposed, 
the revenue would go into 
the c~ty's general fund. 

' Cibbs would like to  see this 
fee "all earmarked for the 
library and parks. I t  would 
make me feel jubilant," but 

:at this-point it doesn't look 
like her 5 wishes. will . be 
granted. ... 

I Besides her involvement 
in city government, Gibbs is 
a teacher a t  California State 

: University, Long Eeack 
I Even with all her activities, 1- when asked if shq~ersonally 
' used the library; she enthu- 

siastically replied, "Oh yes, 
I'm a voraeiocls reader. I will 
say my pfedominant reading 

- is city materials, but I also 
read about a.book a day on 
top of everything else." 
GI bb's feelings about the 

tibrary are summed up 
: whrn she describes part of 
: the City Council meeting 
. held on May 10, 1976. 
. "You should have seen the 

kids who came saying don't 
cut our library program, and 
don't cut our par'xs and rec. 
prop-rams. It was very heart- 
warning. None of us really 
want t o  cut it; but again, it's 
how do we pay for it?" - 

. Gibhs - feels, "There is 
a nothing that benefits a com- 
. munity more than a library; 
: end there is nothing in our 
!: community that has been as 

good $ catalyst, and that the 
people have been as proud 
of, as that library." . , 

Johnson is pleased with 
2i1 that the library currently, 
offers, but points out, 
"There's a lot more t o  be 
done in the long run, but' 
the city is in a very serious 
economic position. New 
money has to be found to  
support those tsnys which 
all cane -on board a t  . the 
same time - the civic 
center, the p a i k ~  and the 
li bruy." . -  - 

Another thing Johnson 
. would like to see is a tele- 

phone answering service 
where people could call in 
on topics and listen to a 
tape over the phone- t o  get 
the information they need. 

. Johnson also hopes the 
future will bring more 
access t o  data banks, public 
use of cable television, and 

. many more art displays and 
cultural activities. Building 
additions he, hopes will 

: -materialize in the future 
; include an auditorium, art 

gallery, and a learning re- 
source-  center. off the 

'. children's area. . - -  . 

- 

. 

To see all this. happen 
- would bring a great deal of 

joy t o  Johnson and many 
'' others, but Johnson points 

out, "There are some indica- 
tions now that some people 

, feel we really can't afford a 
library of this caliber; and I 
feel there's nothing to indi- 

- cate that we can't." 

He emphasizes that a 
library "is something people 
can identify with. It's a 

. wholesome, healthy, - and 
active operation. If you're 
going to put community 
funds ' into something, I 
can't think of a better place 

1 .  
to put them than into a 

, library. It's used by so many 
people. We haye a t  least a 

* hundred people a day come 
in here and register for new 
libnry cards. Our circula- 
tion has surp;?ssed what me 
thought it would be. The 
library is used so heavily, I 
just can't imagine i t  not 
Wig supported." * * * 

-- < . . -  7 

L i b r m  Director IVidter 
JV. Johnson was one of the 
first people to focus on the 
need for -library expan"0n 

many f~~stratitions. - 

The first setback - 
almost fatal - occurred .in 
Novzmber 1968, when the 
voters turned dow" a bond 
issue designed to fund the 

o .project. Though 62 perceet 
favored the $3.15 million 
library proposal and an 

I 
' accompanying $6.0 million 1 

parks program, this was less i 
than the required two-thirds I 

majority- .,.; - -r ,3.mr . .- . . i 



. . [UNTINGTON BEACH'S new library is equipped h t h  modern devices, including computers and microprint,readcrs, to assist users and staff alike. . .:, . - : Chronicle Photos1 Kurt Zinsor '..i 

, In the wnke'of this defeat, th 
reate n Public Facilities Corpor 
bnry and the civic center. 

' 

. Under state law, such corporat 

. On September 1, 1972, th 
le amount of $5.0 million t 
n January 15, 1972, $11.1 
?nter.) The . annual - paym 
399,000, and is , made 
eyond this,"the new 
1,015,900 for 1976. Th 
ipita is about $9.50 a .  
each's 150,000 citizens. .- ees- and, 20.' full time. equivalent 

ees;. a n d  is the unofficial guardian, of 
Melvil, 'named after the man who - org 

round breaking cereman 
egan. .: 




